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OF SPRING

Construction Update
Catherine Park Estate
is coming to life

Catherine Park Estate is changing everyday.
A raft of exciting new developments means the
community is always building upon its strong
foundations, leading to a neighbourhood that
is a beautiful, warm place that feels like home.

First Town Homes available on
Robbins Lane
Robbins Lane 2 Bedroom
Town Home Kitchen

There has been a high level of interest for the
first seven Town Homes released on Robbins
Lane. There are still a few Town Homes available
for purchase – contact the sales team for
more information .

Paw Park nearing completion
This state-of-the-art off-leash dog park will
provide a community setting where dogs can
play in a safe environment. In accommodating
dogs of all sizes, there are also separate areas
for smaller companions and their owners
to enjoy.

Robbins Lane Terrace Homes

First Terrace Homes
nearing completion

le
Availab
r 2018
Octobe

It offers residents yet another destination
beyond their own home, providing green space

The first seven Terrace Homes on Robbins
Lane are under construction and will
soon be available to the market. Terrace
Homes offer breezy upstairs living areas
that make the most of the sweeping
community views, while fronting directly
onto Robbins Lane.

that is always changing with the seasons.

Robbins Park is complete

informal amphitheatre seating for spectators

Robbins Park, a leafy green park that is
adjacent to Robbins Lane, is now complete.

Sports field nearing completion
Construction of this multi-programmed sports
ground will soon be complete. Once finished,
it will feature a cricket oval, cricket nets with
synthetic grass pitches, soccer fields, outdoor
gym equipment, playground, sports centre,
and picnic areas with tables and shelters.

Robbins Lane Park

The Grand Homes of Harrington Estates
Orielton Homestead

Harrington Park House

Catherine Park House

Orielton Homestead

Preserving a delicate piece of our history

The Camden area is blessed with a number of historical homesteads that add character, depth and narratives to the
region. Harrington Estates takes great pride in local history and has restored three local homesteads within its estates
with meticulous attention to detail. The first was Harrington Park House, which was followed by Catherine Park House.
The final restoration was Orielton Homestead, which Harrington Estates commenced in 2014 and has only just completed
due to the grand scale of the undertaking.

In the Beginning
The grand home began as a hut belonging to Edward
Lord, who was granted the 1620 acres of land by
Governor Macquarie in 1815. It was acquired by John
Dickson in 1822, who demolished the hut and built a
four-room home as an outstation for his farm manager
in 1830. The Perry family extended Orielton between
1847-1860 with the addition of eight rooms, including

materials and products that were installed as part of
the restoration were in line with its historical era, and
therefore had to be specially sourced.
Outside, the brickwork and rendering was restored and
a balcony was installed at the front of the house to
provide a stately façade. It has also been completely
landscaped and now presents as an elegant historical
homestead worthy of its long history.

kitchens, servants’ rooms and stores.

In the 70s

The Fairfax Family

In the 1970s it was used as a veterinarian surgery and
dog breeding station before it was leased to Jim Baxter
in 1982, who repaired the home for occupation and
used the grounds for horse stabling and agistment.
When Harrington Estates commenced the restoration
in 2014 Orielton was in a state of serious neglect and
disrepair, but its strong bones were still intact.

Between 1938 and 1944 it was owned by Harrington
Park farmers Arthur Swan and his wife, and for some
of that period (1941-1946) Narellan Military Camp
was set up across Harrington Park and Orielton, with
Orielton homestead being used as Army Headquarters.
Orielton came into the Fairfax family in 1944, when the
area now known as Harrington Park was purchased
by Sir Warwick Fairfax. From that time and throughout
the 1950s it was used as a farming outstation and
was home to Poll Hereford Studs. Then in the 1960s,
it was unoccupied and rumoured to have been used
by cult worshippers who burnt floorboards for their
ceremonies.

First Grand Transformation
Between 1864 and 1876 it belonged to John Thomas
Neile, who used it as a weekend retreat for sportsmen
from Sydney to enjoy hare coursing. In 1876 one of
Orielton’s most influential characters took ownership.
Harriet Beard was a wealthy widow who came into
money on the goldfields before purchasing Orielton
and transforming it into the grand 26-room home it
still is today. Following her death, it was acquired by
Ephraim Cross who used the old existing flour mill to
start the Four Lakes Distillery.

Salvaging the Original Structure
The interior was in a state of disrepair and had to be
completely stripped back, with the team salvaging
whatever original elements they could. All of the

The Restoration
Restoration commenced in 2015.The task of restoring
the home was mammoth, involving the consultation
of historical architects and specialty suppliers, some
of whom had to set up workshops onsite due to the
volume of work and the delicate nature of the materials
they produced.

A Piece of History
With the restoration now complete, Harrington Estates
will soon be selling the homestead with the hope that
it will be loved and cherished as a key part of local
history. Its stately presentation lends itself to a B’n’B
or local visitors’ centre, but its next chapter will
ultimately fall into the hands of the future owners.
With the restoration now complete, Harrington Estates
happily reflects on Orielton Homestead’s impact in the
local area and how significant it was to respectfully
preserve this key piece of history.
We hope Orielton Homestead will be open to the public in years to
come. Ultimately we’d like to see it go to good use – it could be used
as a B’n’B, a visitor center or a public estate.
- Trevor Jensen, General Manager Harrington Estates

Make the
most of

spring
Spring into the garden

As the weather warms up, there are a whole range of things
to do around the garden. Following the dormant winter months,
spring is a time of regeneration and rebirth, and September
is the perfect time to begin preparing.
MULCHING
Mulching is a necessary step to improve soil composition and
prevent it drying out during the dry summer months. If done
properly, mulch only needs to be applied every 12 months, so
make it an annual September event.
PRUNING
It can be difficult to know exactly what to prune and how much
is too much. By removing any dead flowers, dying branches and
diseased foliage you are preventing it from spreading to the rest
of the plant and avoiding valuable nutrients from being wasted. It
is worth researching the various pruning requirements of different
plants to ensure they get what they need.
WATERING
In light of the current drought, it is particularly important to be
responsible when it comes to water usage. There are many
common-sense measures that can be implemented in order to
keep the garden hydrated and tidy without wasting unnecessary
volumes of water:
-W
 ater the garden early in the morning (before 9am) or later in
the afternoon (after 6pm) to limit the effects of evaporation.
-U
 se water from a rainwater tank or recycled water where
appropriate.
-U
 se a trigger nozzle when watering plants to prevent wastage
as you move around the garden.
-U
 se a leaf blower instead of a hose to remove debris from
patios and driveways.
Avoid wasting water on driveways, footpaths or roads by
selecting a sprinkler that circulates water in the shape of your
lawn.

Never a better time for a spring clean
The hibernation of winter has now made way for the crisp warmth
of spring. Throw open the doors and windows, get the fresh air
circulating again and set some time aside to get into a thorough
spring clean to herald the end of winter.
BEDDING
The winter chill means more time spent beneath throw rugs,
blankets and heavy quilts. Many washing machines have specific
cycles for throw rugs and woollen blankets, while quilts can
benefit from time outside in the sunshine or a trip to the dry
cleaners.
If you have been using the dryer to dry your sheets over winter,
now is the time to hang them outside on the line in the sunshine
to help kill bacteria and dust mites. It is also better for the
environment and your hip pocket.
SOFT FURNISHINGS
Take a look around the house and use the warmer weather to
wash all those other soft furnishings that may be stuffy after the
winter hiatus. Wash throw pillows, curtains, door mats… anything
that will fit into the washing machine!

KITCHEN
Every now and then the kitchen needs a deep
clean to remove built up bacteria and germs. A
good place to start is the oven, which is often
used more in the cooler months. If you’d rather
not use the potent commercial products, a mix of
water and bi-carb soda can work wonders when
left to soak overnight. Similarly, gas stovetops
can benefit from a thorough clean by removing
all of the elements and cleaning the nooks and
crannies in between.
DECLUTTER AND GIVE TO THE LESS FORTUNATE
Now is the perfect time to get rid of any clothes,
toys and bedding that you may not use anymore.
Anything that is still in good condition can be
donated to local charities, who do a fantastic job
in helping the less fortunate. There are many in
the local area, including:
- Turning Point Camden
- Lifeline Macarthur Smeaton Grange

Community

Updates and Events
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RESIDENTS BBQ

The Catherine Park Estate Residents BBQ
was held on September 8 with over 50
surrounding neighbours coming together
for a great afternoon to catch up and meet
new families over a drink.

COMING SOON

Keep an eye out for the latest events or get to know your neighbours
a little better by joining a club and getting involved within the
Catherine Park Estate community. Coming soon are the:
- Over 55’s club
- Mums and bubs

INAUGURAL FAMILY CRICKET GAME
Grab your sports gear and outdoor chairs to celebrate the opening
of the Sports Field and the first inaugural Catherine Park family
cricket game. Date and further details to be confirmed.
For more information please contact the team at
sales@catherinepark.com.au or call 02 4604 6046

02 4604 6046
catherinepark.com.au

